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Abstract

Exhibitions of Buraku discrimination are diverse. Some forms are verbal, whi
le others are non-verbal. In certain cases, the discrimination directly demeans
an individual as the party from the Buraku. In other instances, it manifests as
an abstract form of discrimination that undermines the existence of the Burak
umin as a whole. Burakumin respond to discrimination with various ideas and
techniques. Generally, discriminatory language targets the Burakumin as conc
rete objects of discrimination. Discriminatory remarks and acts have often res
ulted in direct harm to the affected parties.

However, some recent ‘incidents’ are different. No Burakumin are prese
nt in the spaces where these incidents occur, and the incidents unfold witho
ut the use of language typically recognized as discriminatory. Instead, non-
Burakumin accuse others based on imagined instances of Buraku discriminati
on. In a way, these events unfold through an interaction—or a semantic exchan
ge—between audiovisual images and the concept evoked by the word ‘Buraku.’
This phenomenon seems like a new configuration of Buraku discrimination. Ho
wever, it is not a novel type. Accusations by non-Burakumin do not introduce
a new phase of discriminatory incidents. Rather, they reveal the supplemental
role of the term ‘Buraku’ as a signifier. This phenomenon exposes the latent
forces embedded in the constructed term ‘Buraku. We now recognize that the
word ‘Buraku’ carries a silent, yet often brutal, underlying power. Moreover,
we are forced to confront the emptiness of concepts such as Relational Theory
and the theory of the ‘discriminated citizen.

Keywords: discriminatory incident, absence of the party, ‘Buraku’ as a signifier
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