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Abstract
The development of Dowa education in Hiroshima Prefecture was trigger
ed by the Yoshiwa Junior High School Discrimination Incident that arose
in 1952. On the other hand, in 1954, the Prefectural Board of Education
organized the Dowa Education Research Council in response to a notice
from the then Ministry of Education, and in 1965, under the influence of a
report by the Council for Dowa Measures, Dowa education activities were
promoted throughout the country. It was an educational movement to guar
antee the right to education for children of the Buraku. In 1970, the Hiros
hima Prefectural Board of Education’s Policy on Administrative Measures
for Dowa Education enhanced Dowa education.
However, in 1998, the Ministry of Education issued ‘corrective guidance’
on the grounds that Dowa education had become ‘excessive’, and school ed
ucation took a dark turn when the ‘Special Law™ expired in 2002. The Boa
rd of Education banned teachers from giving training on Buraku issues and
working with the parties concerned. This meant a denial of the original pri
nciple of Dowa education, which was to ‘learn deeply from Buraku discrimi
nation. Along with this, the practice and discussion of peace education, wh
ich had a proven track record, was also denied. School management was en
tirely top-down, and long working hours for teachers and staff became the
norm. Teachers could no longer even voice their opinions to the school board
or the headmaster. In parallel, student truancy and violence increased.
This situation makes trade unions acutely aware of the need to rebuild the
education movement in order to be close to children.
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