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Abstract
This paper discusses the process by which Korean laborers in Shimane Prefecture become

“charcoal burners,” and their subsequent transformation. In that mountainous prefecture,
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from the 1920s onward, the engagement of Korean laborers increased in civil engineering and
construction, such as railway construction between Yamaguchi, Masuda, and Hamada. Koreans
began to settle in the Iwami region and Kanoashi County along the Yamaguchi Line. During the
war, Koreans were forced to work in coal mines and dam construction in the prefecture. The
Japanese government, in response to wartime fuel shortages, encouraged increased production
of charcoal. As a result, the number of Korean laborers engaged in the profession known as
yakiko, laborers of charcoal burning, increased. Koreans came to play a significant role in
wood charcoal production. Following the post-war period and the repatriation of Koreans, the
production of wood charcoal decreased. Although it enjoyed a brief period of prosperity, the

wood charcoal industry declined in the 1950s due to changes in energy policies.

Key words: Charcoal Burning, Koreans, Shimane Prefecture
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