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Abstract
At one time, there were more than 700 Koreans living in Japan’ s Hansen' s disease
sanatoria. There was a high infection rate among Koreans in Japan because the disease is more
easily transmitted in areas with poor nutrition and sanitation, and Japan’ s colonial rule of
Korea had resulted in a low standard of living for Koreans in Japan. This article focuses on
how Koreans in Japan were forced to enter leprosy sanatoria prior to World War II; how they
entered these hospitals; connections with Japanese colonial rule; and articles published in the

sanatorium newspapers.

Key words : Koreans in Japan, Hansen’ s disease, Patients
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