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Abstract

Background and Future Tasks for the Enactment of the "Fukuyama City
Ordinance for Creating a City of Respect for Human Rights” : To Realize a
Society Where There Is No Discrimination and Everyone Is Truly Valued.

Yasutomo Koyama

In 2016, the government enacted the Act for Eliminating Discrimination
against Persons with Disabilities, the Hate Speech Regulation Law, and the
Act on the Promotion of the Elimination of Buraku Discrimination. These
laws address three persistent and blatant issues in Japan. Notably, the
third is an unbudgeted so-called “philosophy law.” Its introduction is still
significant, however, as it states that the national and local governments
are responsible for strengthening education, awareness, and systems of
consultation to address anti-Buraku discrimination.

The Buraku Liberation Movement has been fighting for the enactment of
human rights ordinances in municipalities, to promote a national act. Before
the Fukuyama City Council, the Citizens' Coalition, with members from
the Buraku Liberation League, has stressed the need for a human rights
ordinance. City authorities have asked the Council of Experts to analyze
the citizens' awareness survey, recognized the need for a human rights
ordinance, and established the "Fukuyama City Ordinance for Creating a

City of Respect for Human Rights."
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