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Abstract

This paper describes racism in the United States and how, despite all the prog
ress that has been made in the 21 century, it is still used to divide people for
purposes of control. I give historical examples of how racism was leveraged as
a functional tool of divide-and-control and of state-building. Recently, in the
case of the US-supported war in Gaza, anti-war voices in America have been
silenced using the pretext of “anti-racism.” The co-option of the corporate
neo-liberal left and the abandonment of the critique of structural inequality, a
core component of the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, have facilitated this
twisting of “racism” and “anti-racism.” Thus, exposing the connectivity of raci
sm with militarism and extreme materialism, as was pointed out in 1967 by Dr.
King. I address the shallow way that racism is treated in America by today’s
corporate liberals, likening them to characters depicted in Albert Camus’ nov
el, The Fall. Concerned less with actual social inequality and more with maint
aining appearances, they fail to address the real issues. Racism towards Arab-
Americans is addressed, pointing out how the atmosphere of normalized milita
rism and imperialism in the United States has left them the victims of the last
remaining “acceptable racism.” This is justified by their characterization as a
threat to western civilization, in the style of Huntington’s Clash of Civilizatio
ns. Finally, I argue against the American left’s current “culture wars” focus
on piffling surface issues, while racism (and anti-racism) continue to be used to
divide and control people. We must recognize that the spark of racism may beg
in in the hearts of individuals, but is fanned into a flame for the purposes of co
ntrol by those in power. Racism can only be effectively confronted through a di
verse coalition of people recognizing this, and “punching up” together.

Keywords: Structural racism, Gaza massacre, Corporate neoliberalism, Camus
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