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Abstract
Listening to Silence: Responding to Accusations of War Collaboration

Eighty years after WW I, the number of direct victims and perpetrators has
steadily diminished. Yet the memory of suffering endures. While victims and th
eir descendants may at times remain silent, memory itself persists as a latent
force, constantly subject to reinterpretation and reconstruction.

For any minority to achieve genuine liberation, solidarity across marginalized
communities is indispensable. In this process, those minorities who once stood
on the side of the perpetrators must confront this historical fact with the utm
ost seriousness. They are called upon to heed the accusation conveyed throu
gh silence and to respond with responsibility and ethics. This, indeed, constitut
es the very challenge historically posed to the Buraku Liberation Movement—
a challenge to which no adequate response has yet been given, and therefore no

pardon has been possible.

In a contemporary world perpetually overshadowed by the threat of war, the pre
ssing question facing the Buraku Liberation Movement is this: when war arises,
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with what ethical stance shall we confront it? To avoid repeating the same igno
minious complicity, we must undertake a rigorous metaphysical inquiry: What is
war? How should war collaboration be defined? What does it mean to interrogate
war responsibility, and what kind of philosophy is required to address it?

Such inquiry calls forth an ethics for those born after the events in question,
demanding a response to those who are no longer present. This constitutes an
aporetic experience—a confrontation with the limits of understanding—and ma
rks the beginning of an encounter with the ethical ground of responsibility itse
If. Without this ethical experience, there can be no justice. Additionally, no pla
ce of permanent security exists. Ethics, in this sense, entails enduring such ex
istential unease, acting upon it, and transforming the very conditions of our exi
stence.

Keywords: War collaboration, Responsibility, Silence, Memory
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