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Abstract

Wartime Regime and Buraku Liberation Movement:
The Conversion of Mankichi Saiko

This paper examines the issue of “conversion” — the shift of the Buraku Libe
ration Movement toward wartime cooperation — through the case of Mankichi
Saiko, the drafter of the Suiheisha Declaration. It argues that Marxism in Jap
an was accepted without undergoing any inner confrontation with the imperial
system which had deeply shaped the mental structure of the Japanese people.
When external pressures made it difficult to maintain Marxist ideals, Marxism
was easily abandoned, and the imperial system surface.

Saiko, who had long suffered from Buraku discrimination, sought a “world with
out discrimination” to replace socialism in what he called a “higher Takamagah
ara,” which combined the imperial system with a form of primitive communism
detached from modernity. This seemingly fanciful vision reflected both the inte
nsity of his curse upon modern civilization and the depth of his anguish over di
scrimination.

Even after lowering the Marxist flag, Saiko attempted to realize his ideal thr
ough cooperative farming. However, this movement ultimately responded to the
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government’s Buraku Economic Rehabilitation initiatives and the Manchurian
migration policy, leading to a campaign that fostered supporters of fascism to
sustain the wartime regime in place of the Suiheisha movement. It also beca
me complicit in Japan's war of aggression under the slogan of “liberating Asia
from Anglo-American imperialism.”

The imperial system functions to conceal the contradictions of discrimination,
and today it is often said that the symbolic emperor system has become as per
vasive as the air we breathe. Yet, we cannot avoid confronting the mental stru
cture of the emperor system that continues to live on within local communities
and various social groups. The struggle against Buraku discrimination is impo
ssible without facing this reality.

Keywords: Saiko Mankichi, conversion, imperial system, state socialism, Manch
urian migration
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