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Abstract
The Zenkoku Suiheisha’s War Collaboration and the Responsibility of the BLM

Postwar.

In the previous section of this paper, I provided several fragmentary examples
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concerning the war responsibility of the Zenkoku Suiheisha and its leaders, pa
rticularly Jiichiro Matsumoto. Kim Jung-Mi criticized both the Zenkoku Suih
eisha and Matsumoto for their war collaboration. In his 1942 campaign bullet
in, as a candidate recommended by the Council for the Political Reorganizati
on Movement (known as the Imperial Rule Assistance Association), Matsumoto
used the slogan “Shed your blood for the nation.”

While The Biography of Jiichiro Matsumoto (1987) states that “Matsumoto re
fused the endorsement but was unilaterally endorsed,” Tatsukuni Komori—
who served as Secretary-General of the BLL and as a two-term member of
the House of Representatives—acknowledged this as an error and offered self-
criticism. He remarked, “It is impossible for a candidate not to review his own
campaign bulletin,” and concluded that “Jiichiro Matsumoto undoubtedly acce
pted his position as a recommended candidate of the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association.” The Zenkoku Suiheisha, Matsumoto, and other leaders cannot ev
ade their war responsibility.

The victims question our responsibility for having caused great suffering thr
ough participation in Japan's war of aggression and for having cooperated in
that war. Responding to this grave challenge means taking action to ensure
that such wars and acts of violence will never be repeated. From this perspec
tive, the latter part of this paper discusses how the Hiroshima Prefectural Fe
deration of the Buraku Liberation League (hereafter “Hiroshima Federation”)
has addressed such issues as the government’s attack on the 1996 Chichitaik
yo “Opinion Submission,” the anti-PKO, anti-nuclear, and peace movements, as
well as current issues in Hiroshima—such as Mayor Matsui’s citation and just
ification of the Imperial Rescript on Education in a city staff training session,
and the construction of a large JSDF base in Kure City.

Keywords: war corroboration, force, responsibility, Buraku Liberation Movement
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