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Abstract
Revealing the Facts and Releasing Anger:
After Publishing of Research on the History of the Suiheisha Movement

Since its founding in March 1922, the Suiheisha (an organization of Burakum
in social activists) operated on the premise of Japan’s colonial rule over Korea,
and its ideological foundation was closely tied to Japanese nationalism and imp
erial ideology.

Even today, most Japanese scholars who research Buraku history have not
been able to critically and autonomously repudiate Japan's aggression against
other regions and countries. Although Japanese history is inseparable from As
ian and world history, the history of the Suiheisha movement has long been stu
died within a narrowly national framework, as a movement for the “liberation”
(or benefit) of the Japanese people. At present, only a very small number of Jap
anese researchers of the Suiheisha have attempted to overcome their own natio
nalistic standpoint. As a result, the ethnic-discriminatory aspects of the Suihei
sha movement, particularly toward other Asian peoples, have rarely been broug
ht to light.

The Suiheisha’s attempts to “build solidarity with the Korean Koheisha” were
themselves based on the assumption of Japan’s colonial rule over Korea. The
Suiheisha never systematically opposed the colonial domination of Korea by the
Japanese nation-state. In 1937, it became an even more explicitly imperialist
and nationalist organization than at the time of its founding, and actively suppo
rted Japan’s war of aggression in the Asia-Pacific region.

Even after Japan's defeat in August 1945, the emperor system was not abolish
ed. The Buraku Liberation League (the successor to the Suiheisha) has conti
nued to obscure its wartime complicity and has not taken responsibility for its
historical actions.

Keywords: Koheisha, Suiheisha, critique of ethnic discrimination, era of aggressi
on, world history
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